
Subject:-     Punjab Public library and information Act. 
 

  Punjab Public Library and information Act has been a subject of 

discussion at many conferences and seminars. Recommendations have also been made to 

the government time and again to formulate this Act. Punjab Library Association has 

prepared a model Act which was sent to the Government .But in about last fifteen years, 

it has been in a state of pendency.This model Act has not been enacted as law till date. 

  India being a republic, Public libraries have immense importance in our 

country. Since these libraries lead to educational empowerment of Public, they help in 

building an educated society. The country as a whole and its different regions become 

capable to follow the path of progress. So far in fifteen Indian states Public library and 

Information law has come into force(See Annexure I) Due to non existence of library 

and information Act Punjab libraries are not functioning in a proper system. Though 

initially libraries are set up with great enthusiasm but in the absence of a proper 

constitution, they become sick within a few years and continue functioning in this very 

state. Presently there are only fourteen District Libraries and one Central State Library in 

Punjab .Besides these,there are Municipal Libraries, Block Libraries,Panchayat Libraries, 

Village Libraries and simply reading rooms at some places. These Libraries are not 

providing service in an organised way. 

  Public Library service will become satisfactory with the formulation of 

Punjab Public library and Information law. As a result of this following facilities will be 

made available:- 

 (1)  Arrangement for finances for having proper stocks of basic books and  

  for purchasing new books every year. 

 (2)  Professionally qualified employees as per norms for providing proper  

  library  Service. 

 (3) Establishment of library Authority in each district and in each town with a  

  Population of more than one lakh for efficient library service. 
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 (4) One Central Library Advisory committee comprising people, members of  

  government, educationalists and librarians. 

 (5) Creating a separate Library Directorate .It is important to mention here  

  that till a separate directorate is created, Directorate of Higher Education  

  will have one post of Deputy Director public libraries, 

Village Library Service 

 It is worth mentioning that total population of Punjab according to 2001 census is 

243.59 Lakh and that of villages in 160.96 which comes to be 66.08 of total population. 

Library Services in these villages are just nominal. It has been seen that only reading 

rooms have been prepared by the Panchayats in which only two or four newspapers are 

available. Then as per the targets set by the knowledge commission a fully aware 

knowledge society comprising villagers cannot be created. But if there is a library and 

Information law, then establishment of rural libraries in a proper system will be possible 

and the facilities to be provided to these by the government will become mandatory. 

R.R.R.L.F. Kolkata 

  Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library Foundation Kolkata has been established 

under Ministry of cultural Affairs, Govt of India, New Delhi, Its aim is to nurture Public 

Libraries in all states of India. This Foundation provides Matching grants under different 

schemes. Our State Government also gets a matching grant for purchasing books which is 

available in the ratio of 40:60( 40% from state government and 60% from foundation.) 

But it will be worthwhile to mention that the Foundation provides Matching Grants under 

various Schemes  for mobile library system,buildings,computerisation and for the 

development of rural libraries benefits of which are not being availed fully by our 

government because of library and Information Act not being there 

  Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library Foundation has already written to the State 

government a number of times to formulate the library and Information Act. 

National Knowledge Commission. 

  In orders to face the challenges of 21st Century, It is absolutely necessary 

to have an educated society National Commission was established in the year 2005 so as  

 



   -3 

 to build a knowledge society. The following recommendations regarding libraries have 

been made by the knowledge commission. 

 (1)  Establishment of National Library Commission. 

 (2)  Census of Libraries 

 (3)  Bring about changes in the curriculum of library Sciences, training and     

  research. 

 (4)  Timely assessment of library Staff. 

 (5) Establishment of Central Library Funds 

 (6) Modernization of Libraries 

 (7)  Seeking maximum cooperation and support of society and people for the  

  libraries. 

 (8) Use of information technology in libraries. 

 (9) Getting donations for libraries and maintenance of individual book   

  collections. 

 (10) Encouraging public private partnership to improvise library and   

  Information Service. 

  The State government can get benefits of the above mentioned 

recommendations made by knowledge commission only after enactment of Public library 

and Information Act.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Annexure -1 

 

 

LIST OF STATES HAVING PUBLIC LIBRARY ACT 

 

 

1. Tamilnadu 1948 

2. Andhrapradesh 1960 

3. Karnatka 1965 

4. Maharashtra 1968 

5. West Bengal 1979 

6. Manipur 1988 

7. Kerala 1989 

8. Haryana 1989 

9. Mizoram 1993 

10. Goa 1994 

11. Pondicherry 1996 

12. Orissa 2001 

13. Gujrat 2002 

14. Uttranchal 2005 

15. Rajasthan 2006 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



11.Urban Library System: 

 

  There shall be one nodal Library for each district of Punjab situated at district 

headquarter , all other Libraries in the concerned district shall work in co-ordination with the nodal Library. 

 

12. Town Libraries : 

 

 Every Local municipality shall establish and maintain public libraries in area under its jurisdiction. 

 

13. Rural Library System : 

 Every Panchayat Samiti shall function as a library authority for the area under its jurisdiction and 

shall establish and maintain public libraries in every village. 

 

14. Finance and Accounts : 

  

(1) The Government shall create a separate fund to be known as the State 

Library Fund for smooth functioning of the public library system in the 

state. 

(2) The State Library Fund shall consists of the following: 

 

(a) The State Government shall provide at least Rs. Four crores annually for the purchase of 

books, equipment and maintenance of libraries in the State. 

(b) contributions, gifts and grants from individuals or organizations in the country or from 

abroad. 

(c) Special grants, which State Government and the Central Government ( including grants 

received through Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library Foundation, Kolkata) may make for specified 

purpose connected with the libraries. 

 

 

15. Rules and Regulation : 

 

The Government shall make Rules and Regulations under the Act in particular and without 

prejudice to the generally of the foregoing powers. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 


